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Decision Education Foundation English Curriculum 
 

Maniac Magee 
by Jerry Spinelli 

 
Unit Snapshot 
Designed For Elemetary and Middle School Students (grades 4-6) 

 
Essential Questions Who controls my life? 

What defines a family? 
How can I influence the future? 
How are decisions related to outcomes? 
How do we know whether or not we have made a good decision? 
 

Content and Skill Focus Decision Topics 
• alternatives, uncertainty, outcomes 
• role of head and heart in making choices 
• ways to judge decision quality 
• outcomes and decision quality 

 
English Topics 

• characters and plot of the novel 
• scanning to review text 
• reading for detail 
• writing and speaking supported by evidence 
 

Expected Outcomes Ability to define basic language and methods for describing and evaluating 
a decision 
 
Ability to use that language to examine characters in the novel and apply to 
situations beyond the text 
 
Ability to review a text efficiently 
 

Kinds of Assessment Ten in-class exercises 
Writing exercise: evaluation of a main character’s decision 
Written or oral response about a personal decision 
 

Time Required A minimum of seven class periods 
 

Comments Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli’s 1991 Newbery Award winning novel, 
explores themes of family, education, homelessness, and race. It is an 
action-packed tall tale full of memorable characters and unusual situations.  
 

 
(Version 7) 
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Overview 
 

General Description: Jerry Spinelli’s novel, Maniac Magee is the central focus of this unit 
designed for students in grades 5-7. Through a sequential series of lessons, students use basic 
principles of decision making as a way of reading and understanding the text. Lesson divided into 
five parts are intended to help students strengthen their review skills after reading the following segments 
of the story: Chapters 1-11, 12-15, 16-20, 22-24, and 42-46.  
 
Duration: This unit is designed for seven periods and includes a space between the third and fourth 
segments (Chapters 25-41) for teachers to add additional activities and discussions. While teachers can 
select individual exercises from this unit, the lessons are sequential, and they build from one to the next. 
The final assessments require students to be familiar with all parts of the unit.  
Note: Seven class periods is a minimum estimate for this unit. In order to address a variety of ability 
levels, additional activities included in the unit give teachers the flexibility to explore content and skills in 
greater detail if needed. Therefore, teachers should adjust the schedule according to their students’ 
specific needs.  
 
Background Summary and Decision Perspective: Maniac Magee, Jerry Spinelli’s 
1991 Newbery Award winning novel, is an action-packed tall tale full of memorable characters 
and unusual situations. The protagonist, Jeffrey Magee, is a thirteen-year-old orphan boy who 
becomes a legend. Unwilling to live anymore with his aunt and uncle because they refuse to talk 
to each other, Jeffrey runs, and runs, and keeps running, until he ends up in Two Mills, PA. 
Through feats of bravery and physical ability, he begins to make a name for himself in both the 
black (East End) and the white (West End) parts of town. After enjoying life for a while with 
families in both neighborhoods, Jeffrey learns some  harsh lessons about prejudice and lives 
temporarily with Grayson, a former minor-league baseball player who maintains the park. 
Compassion for two little boys attempting to run away from home leads Jeffrey to the McNab 
family, West Enders who display ignorance at its worst. Eventually, life with the McNab’s 
causes Jeffrey to muster all his courage and imagination to pull off a feat that he hopes will break 
down the racial separation between the two ends of town. 
 
 The novel begins with Jeffrey Magee’s dramatic decision to run, and the rest of the story 
explores various unusual outcomes of that original choice. As he becomes a fixture in the hearts 
and minds of the various people he encounters, others also make interesting decisions about 
Jeffrey. This unit explores the following decisions in the novel: 
 
 1. At age thirteen, Jeffrey Magee decides to run away from his aunt and uncle—his home. 
 2. Mr. Beale, an East Ender, brings Jeffrey home to live with the Beale family. 
 3. Jeffrey, who loves life with the Beale family, decides to leave their home. 
 4. Grayson finds Jeffrey in the park and takes him in. 
 5. Jeffrey decides to bring Mars Bar, a particularly tough East Ender, to the McNab’s 
 birthday party in the West End. 
 
Through a close look at these five situations, students will consider the parts of a decision, six 
questions that help us to make the best choices, and the use of both thinking and feeling in 
decision making. 
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Maniac Magee Unit Contents 
 

 
1. Learning Plan  

• First Class: Choice, Uncertainty, Result—Chapters 1-11 (page 4) 
  Student Handout 1—Jeffrey’s Decision to Run and Alternatives (page 5) 
  Student Handout 2—Uncertainties, Risk, and Outcomes (page 6) 
• Second Class: Review of Choice, Uncertainty, and Outcome (page 7) 
• Third Class: Decisions and the Future—Chapters 12-15  (page 8) 
  Student Handout 3—Decisions and the Future (page 9) 
• Fourth Class: More Outcomes (Chapters 16-21) (page 11) 
  Student Handout 4—Jeffrey’s Life and Influence in East End (page 12) 
• Fifth Class: Decisions and Outcomes (page 14) 
  Student Handout 5—An Important Fact about Decisions (page 15) 
• Sixth Class: Head and Heart (Chapters 22-24) (page 18) 
  Student Handout 6—Head and Heart (page 19) 
• Seventh Class: Mars Bar and the McNabs (Chapters 41-42) (page 20) 
  Student Handout 7—Mars Bar and the McNabs (page 21) 
  Student Handout 8—Jeffry’s Decision (page 23) 

 
2. Assessment Evidence  

• Writing Exercise (Student Handout 8) (page 24) 
• Additional Ideas for Assessment (page 24) 
• Evidence of Decision Skill Mastery (page 24) 

 
3. Resources on the Web (page 25) 
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1. Learning Plan 
First Class: Choice, Uncertainty, Result—Chapters 1-11 
 
Materials 
 
 Student Handout 1—Jeffrey’s Decision to Run and Alternatives 
 Student Handout 2—Uncertainties, Risk, and Outcomes 
 
Procedures 

1. Once students have finished reading chapters 1-11, write the following question on the 
board. Give students time to think about it and then begin a class discussion of the topic. 

 Can you think of a decision someone has made that has had a direct impact on your life? 
 Once a few people have had the chance to speak and you have caught students’ 
 attention, add the following question, and continue the discussion. 

 How has a decision you made influenced your life or the lives of others? 
 

2. Explain to the class that they will be using decisions as a way of reading, discussing, and 
understanding Maniac Magee. Give students Handout 1 and discuss three basic elements 
common to all decisions: choice, uncertainty, and result.  

 
3. Have students respond to the questions in Handout 1. They can work in groups or 

individually. Use the topic at the end for a whole class discussion. Allow students the 
opportunity to share responses for previous questions.  

  
Points to Emphasize—Handout 1:  

a) One reason Jeffrey runs is that he cannot stand the fact that his aunt and uncle no 
longer communicate. His desire for people to talk and connect appears to be the 
fundamental motivation for most of Jeffrey’s actions.                 
 
b) Encourage students to be creative as they think of Jeffrey’s possible alternatives 
(i.e. he could see if he has any other relatives he could live with; possibility of living 
with a classmate; he could join the circus…) 
 

4. Review scanning techniques with the class, and explain that they will need to use them in 
the upcoming homework assignment. The following websites provide definitions and 
additional activities to introduce or review scanning skills: 
http://42explore.com/skim.htm 

 http://www.basic-skills-wales.org/bsastrategy/resources/How%20to%20Skim.Scan.UK.pdf 
 

5. Closure: Give students Handout 2, and discuss the concept in the box at the top. Explain 
that the class will complete this handout for homework. Return to questions in 1 above, 
and ask students to consider how choice, uncertainty, and result apply to those examples.  

 
Next Steps  

Homework: Students complete Handout 2.  
(*Note: Teachers can choose to have students complete any or all of the homework 
assignments in class. These exercises can also be adapted for groups.) 

http://42explore.com/skim.htm�
http://www.basic-skills-wales.org/bsastrategy/resources/How%20to%20Skim.Scan.UK.pdf�
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 Student Handout 1. Jeffrey’s Decision to Run (Chapters 1-11) 
 
 

Every decision includes CHOICE,  UNCERTAINTY, and a RESULT. 
 
 
 
 
Maniac Magee begins with Jeffrey’s decision to run, screaming, out of 
the auditorium during the spring musicale (page 6-7). 
 
 
Why does Jeffrey start running? List some reasons below. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 
Discuss with the group which alternatives are both creative and doable (able to 
be done). If you were Jeffrey would you pick the same alternative he did? Explain. 
 
 
 
 
 

Before Jeffrey makes his choice, what are the options (or alternatives) 
that he has in this situation? List as many as you can imagine below. 
 
Example: Stay with his aunt and uncle 
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Student Handout 2. Uncertainties, Risks, and Outcomes 
 
 
Because we decide in present time and the results of our choices 
happen in the future, the outcome of our decisions always have   
some uncertainty
 

. 

Example: How will Jeffrey find food to eat? 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
How risky is Jeffrey’s choice to run away? Circle a number on the scale below 
and then give some reasons for your response. 
 
 
 
Not much risk                        Very Risky  
____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________ 

What uncertainties are related to Jeffrey’s decision to start running? 
List some examples below. 

RESULTS: Review / scan Chapters 1-11. What do you think are some of 
the most important outcomes (results) of Jeffrey’s decision to run away 
from his aunt and uncle? List examples below.  

1    2      3        4           5     6         7             8        9              10 
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Second Class: Review of Choice, Uncertainty, Result—Chapters 1-11 
 
Materials  
 Student Handout 2—Uncertainties, Risk, and Outcomes (completed) 
 
Procedures  

1. Discuss student responses to Handout 2. 
 
2. As they respond to a question, ask students to read brief passages they found that support 

their answers. 
  

Points to Emphasize, Handout 2: One of the main purposes of this exercise is to familiarize 
students with decision vocabulary: choice, uncertainty, risk, and outcome.  
 

a) Make sure students understand the definitions of these words. Explain that the only 
reason we have risk in decisions—and in life—is that uncertainty exists and  we have 
the ability to imagine future events.  
 
b) Have students discuss which outcomes (of Jeffrey’s decision to run) they like and 
which ones they don’t like. 

 
3. Closure: Discussion to check understanding: Ask students to share a decision they have 

made or witnessed. Pick one or two examples and have the students identify and describe the 
choice, uncertainty, risk,  and outcome  of the decision examples. OR Quiz to check 
understanding

 

: Ask students define and/or give an examples of those same decision words in 
writing. 

Additional Optional Activities (use as needed) 
• Ask students to look up and write definitions of the following decision words: choice 

(alternative), risk, uncertainty, future, result (outcome). Tell them to pick the definitions that 
they think relate best to decision making. Once students have made their lists, discuss the 
various meanings of the words. Use the following website to create a practice quiz to review 
and emphasize the definitions that relate best to decision making: http://www.wordsmyth.net 

• Have students create posters that illustrate the connections among the decision words above.  
  --Step 1: imagine and then draw a symbol for each word. 
   --Step 2: combine the symbols into one poster. 
  --Step 3: explain your poster to the group or class. 
• Use the exercise describe on the following website to give students more practice with 

skimming and review skills. 
http://www.basic-skills-wales.org/bsastrategy/resources/How%20to%20Skim.Scan.UK.pdf 

 
 
Next Step 

Evaluation: Collect quiz (if given) in step 3 above and check for understanding. 
Homework: Students read Chapters 12-15. Tell them to look for and pay particular 
attention to a decision that Mr. Beale makes in these chapters. Write down a page reference 
for the decision. 

 

http://www.wordsmyth.net/�
http://www.basic-skills-wales.org/bsastrategy/resources/How%20to%20Skim.Scan.UK.pdf�
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Third Class: Decisions Influence the Future—Chapters 12-15 
 
Materials 
 Student Handout 3—Decisions and the Future 
 
Procedures 

1. First, ask if anyone can briefly describe Mr. Beale’s decision and locate it in the novel. 
  
2. Next, give students Handout 3, Part A, and have them complete  individually or in groups. 

Once students have finished answering, discuss the responses. 
 
3. Hand out Part B and have students practice review skills by filling completing it 

individually. Collect once students are finished. 
 
4. Closure: Project Part B (or hand out new copies) for discussion. Ask students to discuss 

their responses. Then solicit and discuss student examples of how real decisions familiar to 
them influenced the future. 

 
Points to Emphasize, Handout 3 
 a) The goal of this exercise is to help students see that decisions can have 
 many results, and to understand how important our decisions are in shaping 
 our futures.  
 b) The outcomes in Chapters 13-15 are positive ones: Jeffrey touches many 
 lives in the East End, even beyond the Beale family.  
 
NOTE: This exercise is the first step in helping students see that we do not define a 
good decision exclusively as one that has a good result. Expect them to connect 
decision quality with outcome in the responses to the final question on the page; 
however, in Handout 4 they will see that not all of the outcomes to Mr. Beale’s 
decision are positive.    

 
Next Steps: 
 

Evaluation: Use Student Handout 3, Part B, to check understanding. 
 
Homework: Students read Chapters 16-21. 
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Students Handout 3. Decisions and the Future (Chapters 12-15) 
 

 
Decisions influence the future. 

 
 
 
Even though the results of our choices are not always certain,   
our decisions give us a way to influence the future.  
 
 
Part A: As he drives Jeffrey towards the West End (Chapter 12, pages 42-45), Mr. 
Beale decides to turn around and take the boy home with him.  
 
 
 
Why does Mr. Beale change his mind? 
 
_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
How risky is Mr. Beale’s decision to take Jeffrey home to live with the family? 
Circle a number on the scale below and then give some reasons for your 
response. 
 
 
 
Not much risk                        Very Risky  
 
_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 

1    2      3        4           5     6         7             8        9              10 
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Part B. Notice how Mr. Beale’s decision influences the future.  
Use the diagram below to explore the results (outcomes) of Mr. Beale’s decision.  Review / 
scan Chapters 13-15. Fill in the empty boxes with examples that show Jeffrey’s influence 
on life in the East End.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As you consider the outcomes above, do you think Mr. Beale made a good 
decision to take Jeffrey back home with him? Explain your reasons below. 
____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Take Jeffrey 
home to live in 
the East End 



© 2007 The Decision Education Foundation. All rights reserved 11 

Fourth Class:  More Outcomes (Chapters 16-21) 
 
Materials 
 
 Student Handout 4—Jeffrey’s Life and Influence in East End 
 
Procedures 
 

1. Review Chapter 16-21 plot details with the class and answer any questions about the 
reading assignment. 

 
2. Discuss and review techniques for scanning (i.e. locate information and review by reading 

first and last sentences of paragraphs, opening and concluding paragraphs of chapters—see 
website mentioned above for more ideas) and explain to students they will practice these 
skills in class. 

 
3. Give students Handout 4, Part 1, and have them complete it in class. Then discuss 

responses. 
 
4. Give students Handout 4,  Part 2, read it with the class, and explain that they will 

complete the exercises for homework. 
 
5. Closure: Ask students to share their own examples of decisions that had both good and bad 

outcomes. Examples can come from their lives, movies, books, friends, school, etc. 
 
Next Step 
 
 Homework: Students complete Handout 4, Part 2.  
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Student Handout 4. Jeffrey’s Life and Influence in East End (Chapters 16-21) 
 
Part 1. Chapters 16-21 show a dramatic change in Jeffrey’s life and influence in the East 
End. As you review / scan these chapters, notice the additional outcomes of  Mr. Beale’s 
decision to have Jeffrey live with him and his family. List these new results in the table 
below. Then, in the spaces provided, briefly explain why you would describe them as 
either good outcomes or bad outcomes. 
 
 

Outcomes Good Bad 
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Student Handout 4, Part 2.  
 
At the beginning of Chapter 16, we read,  
 

“Maniac Magee was blind, sort of.” 
 
Explore what the narrator means in this sentence by answering the following 
questions. Use evidence from Chapter 16. 
 
 --How can someone be “sort of” blind? 
 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 --What are the two meanings of “blind” in this Chapter? 
 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 --In what way is Jeffrey blind? 
 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
DECISIONS AND OUTCOMES… 
 
One of the outcomes of Mr. Beale’s decision to have Jeffrey live with the family is 
that Jeffrey feels the sting of prejudice for the first time: some people in the 
community get angry that a white boy lives in the neighborhood, and someone 
paints an angry slogan on the Beale’s house. 
 
Does the fact that Mr. Beale’s decision (to let Jeffrey live with him and his family) 
has some bad outcomes mean that he made a bad decision? Explain your view in 
the space below. 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
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Fifth Class: Decisions and Outcomes 
 
Materials 
 
 Student Handout 4—Jeffrey’s Life and Influence in East End (completed) 
 Student Handout 5—An Important Fact about Decisions 
 
Procedures 
 

1. Review and discuss homework responses to Student Handout 4, Part 2. 
 
2. Give students the first page

 

 of Handout 5. Have volunteers read each example. Discuss the 
fact that good decisions do not necessarily have good outcomes. Have students respond in 
writing to the question at the end of the page.  

3. Next, give students the second page

 

 of the handout (and project, if possible). Read and 
discuss with the class. 

4. Hand out page three

   

 and discuss (again, project, if possible). Have a volunteer read the 
“three points to remember.”  

  Points to Emphasize, Handout 5 
 a)  In judging the quality of our decisions we need to disregard the 
 outcomes—a practice we all find hard to do.  

 b) Because outcomes happen AFTER we have decided, we need to examine 
 our decisions as we make them in order to improve our decision skills. The 
 six questions of decision quality help us to look carefully at how we decide. 
 

5. Closure: Ask students what they think about the diagram representation for the elements of 
a good decision. Have a different person describe his/her understanding of each link. 
Which link do they find the most difficult to understand? Why? Which one(s) are easiest to 
understand? Finally, ask students to write a brief response to the following question: “How 
can I tell whether or not I have made a good decision? 

 
Next Step 
 
 Evaluation: Collect responses to question in #5 above to check understanding. 
  
 Homework: Students read Chapters 22-24. 
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Student Handout 5.  
An important fact about decisions… 
 

 
Outcomes do not define the quality of our decisions. 
 
 

In other words… 
 
 Good decisions can have bad outcomes, and 
 
 Bad decisions can have good results. 
 
Here are two examples that illustrate this point: 
 
1. Sally’s cousin Luke is visiting her from Russia, and she wants him to have fun. Luke is very 
social and he likes to dance. Sally decides to throw him a party. She clears the idea with her 
parents, she invites friends from school, she goes with her mother to buy drinks and snacks, 
and she sets up the living room with strobe lights, decorations, and her CD player. The night of 
the party everyone arrives safely even though there is a severe thunderstorm. The party begins 
well, but in the middle of the second song while everyone is dancing, lightening hits the 
electrical line, and the power goes out. The electric company cannot fix the problem until the 
morning. Good decision, bad outcome (and the two are unrelated). 
 
2. Luke tells Sally the story of his seventh grade friend, Vlad, who was invited to a college 
friend’s party. Vlad knew his parents would not let him go, so he told them he was spending the 
night at Luke’s house. When the party was over and it was time to leave, Vlad’s friend had had 
too much to drink and he asked Vlad to drive the car. Vlad had driven a few times on his 
grandfather’s farm, but never on the roads. Because he was flattered that his college friend 
asked him for help, Vlad decided to drive. After running two red lights and nearly having a head-
on collision with a truck, Vlad arrived unhurt at Luke’s house. 
Bad decision, good outcome (and the two are unrelated). 

 
 

At the end of Part I (Chapter 21), Jeffrey reluctantly decides to leave the Beale 
family. Why does he make this decision and is it a good one? 
 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 
How can we check the quality of Jeffrey’s decision? Find out on the next page. 
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What is a good decision? 
 
The following questions help us determine whether or not we have 
made a good decision… 
 
 

What is it I am deciding? (Frame) 
 
What and whom do I care about? What do I want? (Values) 
 
What do I know? (Information) 
 
What are my choices? (Alternatives) 
 
 Am I thinking straight? (Reasoning) 
 
Will I really take action? (Commitment to Follow Through) 

 
 
Let’s check Jeffrey’s decision to leave the Beale’s home… 
 
 
What is it 
 I am deciding? 
 

 
Jeffrey understands the situation well: he looks at the 
decision from his own perspective and the Beale’s.   

 
What and whom  
do I care about?  
What do I want? 

He longs for a home, but his desire for the Beale’s safety is 
more important to him. He carefully considers his values--see 
page 75. 

 
What are my choices? 
 
 

Go or stay are his two choices. Interesting to note Amanda’s 
creative alternative to have him solve Cobble’s Knot and be 
accepted by the community. Are there other alternatives he 
should consider? 

 
What do I know? 
 
 

Because he has led much of his life on the run, Jeffrey knows 
what the decision to leave will mean for him—both the 
difficulty of leaving a home and the requirements for survival. 
Most important here is his new knowledge of prejudice. 

Am I thinking straight? 
 
 

Amanda doesn’t think he is, but Jeffrey is not willing to let the 
Beale’s suffer any more harm. His presence causes the 
Beale’s trouble, so his choice to run makes sense. He knows 
he can survive and the trouble for the Beale’s will end. 

 
Will I really take action? 
 
 

 
Jeffrey commits to action: once he makes his decision, he 
follows through and runs away—and stays away. 

 
We can represent a good decision as a strong, well-connected chain. 
See next page. 
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Three points to remember… 
 

• Each link is equally important, and if I ignore any of them, my 
decision won’t be as strong as it could be.  

 
• The six links are related to each other—they influence each 

other. For example, being clear about what I want in a given 
situation and knowing enough information about the choices 
gives me confidence to follow through with my decision. 

 
• Our “HEARTS” are just as important as our “HEADS” when we 

make decisions: as we answer the six questions above, we pay 
attention to the way we FEEL (our hearts) as well as to what we 
THINK (our heads). 

 
 
 
 

Elements of 
A Good  
Decision 

What is it 
that I am 
deciding? 

What are my 
choices? 

What do I 
know? 

 
What and whom do I care 
about? What do I want? 

Am I thinking 
straight about 
this? 

Will I really take action? 

 

 

 

 

 

Clear Values 

Useful 
Information 

Sound 
Reasoning 

Commitment 
to Follow 
Through 

Helpful 
Frame 

Creative    
Alternatives     
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Sixth Class: Head and Heart (Chapters 22-24) 
 
Materials 
 
 Student Handout 6—Head and Heart 
 
Procedures 
 

1. Review plot details and discuss questions students may have about the reading assignment. 
 
2. Give students Handout 6. Explain the directions and have them complete the work in one of 

the following ways: 
  a. Individuals complete the entire handout on their own. 
  b. Divide the class in groups, and each group completes the entire handout together. 
  c. Assign groups one section to complete. 
 

Points to Emphasize, Handout 6: The goal of this exercise is to help students understand 
that good decisions must make sense AND feel right. (Sometimes we can emphasize thinking 
and analysis—which are important—and neglect feeling and emotion in decision making. 
The converse is also true: sometimes we react out of emotion only and forget to THINK 
through our options.) For example, if a decision I make does not feel right I will have a hard 
time committing to action. We define “heart” broadly here: it includes both our own feelings 
as well as the opinions and feelings of others related to us and/or involved in the situation. 
 

3. Closure: Project the handout. A student or the teacher should fill it in as the class discusses 
the results. 

 
Next Steps 
 

The next decision this unit explores is Jeffrey’s choice to bring Mars Bar to Piper McNab’s 
birthday party. Therefore, teachers can proceed with their own plans and focus until 
students have finished Chapter 42. (See Resources on the Web for suggestions about 
activities and discussions.) 
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Student Handout 6  (Chapters 22-24) Head and Heart 
 
Look closely at Grayson’s decision to let Jeffrey live in the equipment room at the 
back of the band shell. Review the pages listed below and identify examples 
where Grayson and Jeffrey use their heads and hearts in making this decision. 

 
 
 
 
      
 

 
 
 
Chapter 22 
pgs.  80-83 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
   
 
Chapter 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Chapter 24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

   
 

thought, analysis, 
ideas, examination 
of facts 

feelings, emotions, 
sympathy, interest in 
others 
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Seventh Class: Mars Bar and the McNabs (Chapters 41-42) 
 
Materials 
 
 Student Handout 7—Mars Bar and the McNabs 
 Student Handout 8—Jeffry’s Decision 
 
Procedures 
 

1. Review plot details and questions about the reading assignment. 
 
2. Give students Handout 7, page 1

 

, and ask them to scan Chapters 41 and 42 and write 
responses to the questions on the first page. Discuss responses. 

3. Hand out page 2

 

. This page can be completed by students individually, in small groups, or 
during whole class discussion. 

4. Closure:  
• Teachers can use Additional Assessments (see page 23) as summative discussion 

topics for the unit. 
• Give students Handout 8 and explain that the exercises in Handout 7 are intended 

as a summary review and prewriting exercise to be used with the Handout 8. 
Define and discuss procedures for this culminating assessment. 

 
 Note: Chapter 41, third paragraph, and Chapter 42, second to last paragraph are important 
 passages for students to understand and consider carefully in this decision situation. 
 

Next Step 
 

Evaluation: Assign final assessment: Student Handout 8  
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Student Handout 7 (Chapters 41-42) Mars Bar and the McNabs 
 
Now let’s use some of what we have learned about decision making to explore 
and understand Jeffrey’s decision to bring Mars Bar to Piper McNab’s birthday 
party.  Use details from Chapters 41-42 to support your answers. 
 
 
Why does Jeffrey invite Mars Bar to Piper’s party? 
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
How risky is Jeffrey’s decision? Circle a number on the scale below and then give 
some reasons for your response. 
 
 
 
Not much risk                        Very Risky  
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

1    2      3        4           5     6         7             8        9              10 

When Jeffrey first thinks up the idea, what uncertainties are related 
to bringing Mars Bar top the McNabs? 
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How well do you think Jeffrey considers the six questions that describe a good 
decision when he invites Mars Bar to the McNabs? Write your opinions in the 
table below. Support with evidence from Chapters 41-42. 
 

Questions Your Views and Reasons 
 
What is it 
 I am deciding? 
 
 

 

 
What and whom  
do I care about?  
What do I want? 
 

 

 
What are my choices? 
 
 
 

 

 
What do I know? 
 
 
 

 

 
Am I thinking straight? 
 
 
 

 

 
Will I really take action? 
 
 
 

 

 
Does Jeffrey use both his head (thinking) and his heart (feeling)? Give examples 
below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________ 
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Student Handout 8.  Jeffrey’s Decision: Now what do you think about 
Jeffrey’s decision to invite Mars Bar to the McNab’s party? 
 
Collect your thoughts by writing responses to the following topics. 
 
1. What are the outcomes of this decision? List them first and then comment on 
whether you think they are positive or negative. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
2. How does the decision influence the future? Give at least two examples. 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
3. Ignore the outcomes for a moment. Do you think Jeffrey made a good 
decision? Why or why not? 
 
______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________ 
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2. Assessment Evidence 

 
Writing Exercise: Student Handout 8  

 

Additional Ideas for Assessment: 
 1. Have students return to Jeffrey Magee’s original decision to run 
 away. What do they think of the decision now that they have finished 
 the novel and learned some basic principles of decision making? Ask 
 them to discuss the choice using at least two of the decision 
 concepts they have learned. 
 
 2. Ask students to discuss a personal decision (but not too personal 
 to share with the class) or a decision that they have seen someone 
 else make (again, appropriate to share in class). They should explore 
 the decision using at least two of the following decision concepts: 
 
  --Outcomes do not define the quality of a decision 
  --It is important to use both head and heart in decision making 
  --All or some of the six decision quality questions 
  --Decisions influence the future 
 
Note: Depending on the skills teachers want to have their students practice, 
the final form of these additional assessments can be either written or oral 
reports. Also, teachers can ask students to use and include one of the 
tables or diagrams from the Student Handouts as a visual tool. 

 
 

Evidence of Decision Skill Mastery 
  
1. Students begin to use decision skill vocabulary (frame, value, alternative, 
outcome) in their own daily decision making.  
  
2. Students can apply the vocabulary above in describing Jeffrey's original 
decision to run. 
  
3. Students begin to assess their own decisions not by the outcome, but by 
the process they used to make the choice.  
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3. Resources on the Web 
 
 
 42 Explore: Skimming and Scanning—The Basics 
 http://42explore.com/skim.htm 
 Annette Lamb and Larry Johnson’s website provides a clear explanation of basic 
 skimming and scanning techniques. Also includes helpful links (with descriptions) to 
 reading skills web pages. 
 
 
 The Basic Skills Agency 
 http://www.basic-skills-wales.org/bsastrategy/resources/How%20to%20Skim.Scan.UK.pdf 
 Tips and activities for teaching skimming and scanning. 

 
 
Wordsmyth 

 http://www.wordsmyth.net 
Vocabulary website. Includes on-line glossary and quiz maker. 
 
 
Carol Hurst’s Children’s Literature Website 
http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/maniacmagee.html 
Summary and specific activities for studying and understanding Maniac Magee. 
 
 
Teacher Vision 
http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/maniacmagee.html 
Enrichment activities and learning resource links for Maniac Magee. 
 
 
Harper Guide to Teaching Jerry Spinelli 
http://www.carolhurst.com/titles/maniacmagee.html 
Wealth of discussion questions and includes interview with author. 
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